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Re: Fish Parasites 

 

Parasites of one kind or another occur in most fishes in Oklahoma. The 
yellow grub and the black grub are two common ones that are rather 
inconspicuous until the skin is removed from the fish. Many other 
parasites that cannot be seen with the naked eye also occur in fishes used 
for food. The grubs are harmless to humans but all fish flesh should be 
well cooked. Infestations usually occur in late summer when water levels 
are low and growth of fish is suppressed by low oxygen and shortage of 
food. 

These parasites require three separate hosts to complete their life cycle, 
one of which is the snail. The snail may be controlled by the application 
of 2 to 5 PPM (52 pounds to 13, pounds) of copper sulphate per acre feet. 
This should be applied in the shallow portions of the pond. Annual 
treatment will be necessary to keep the snails under control. 

 

 



 


